
           antana’s Black Magic Woman drifts over the lawn of a West   
         Bench home .... sounds that haven’t been made by Great
         Canadian River Race for 33 years.
    The five member band is in town for the 35th reunion of Penticton 
secondary school graduates this weekend and band members are 
holding a reunion of their own. The last time all five played together 
was at the university of Alberta in Edmonton in 1972.
   Three of the band’s members are Pen-Hi grads, and all five played 
in bands in the Penticton area throughout high school. Known as the 
Barons and House of Lords before becoming Great Canadian River 
Race, the band played throught B.C. at Teentown, school and com-
munity dances, but the Great Canadian River Race was not formed 
until August 1970, after graduation.
   “We wrote and recorded some of our own material - with limited 
commercial success,” said keyboard player and vocalist Duncan 
Meiklejohn. In fact, the band was under contract to London Records 
and it’s work came out on vinyl 45s.
   Stardom wasn’t in the cards, said Meiklejohn. “I think it was more 
about enjoying the music and playing together. That’s what we find 
even now - it’s all about making music together.”
   The band’s first public performance was at the Gyro Park band 
shell, recall vocalist Darrell Quast. “That’s why we’re playing there 
again on Saturday.” The public is invited to their performance slated 
for 2 to 4pm Saturday.
  A second high school band, known in those days as Mark IV, and 
now called Crosstown Bus, will play during the grad reunion dance 
at the Ramada inn Saturday night. It will also appear in Gyro Park 
Saturday at 1pm. Both bands will play during a city-sponsored com-
munity dance at the Penticton Trade and Convention Center August 
20.
   Meiklejohn recalls how members chose the band’s name. “We 
want-ed something memorable,” he said, “We wanted something 
great. We were feeling patriotic at the time, and when we were 
discussing the name, they were doing a race down the Okanagan 
river channel.”
   The name went high profile.  “We run into people everywhere that 
know the band.” said Meiklejohn, now a producer of advertising jin-
gles in Victoria.  “We played a real variety of music.”
   “It’s rock-based msuic,” said Quast, who owns an advertising 
agency in Abbotsford. “We’re part of their memories.”
   He hasn’t played in front of a crowd for 22 years, said bass player 
Marcus Redivo, a computer software writer who stopped playing in 
1988. “I don’t listen to much of anything these days,” he said. “The

 sound I’m most used to is the “You’ve got mail”sound.”
   Drummer Lyle shepard is the one member of the band who never 
attended Pen-Hi. Now a professional driver, he loves the songs of the 
1960s and 1970s. “I’m stuck in the 1960s,” he said. “I just don’t like 
pop music - except Shania, I like her.”
    Band guitarist Selwyn Redivo, now the only band member living in 
Penticton, is a music teacher and well-known local classical guitarist.
   Band members will spend three intense days practising. At Gyro
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 park Saturday, they will play about 20 songs from the old days.
   “We hope people will dance,” said Meiklejohn.
   “This experience has been so encouraging to us that we would like 
to try and play together more,” he added, “but that’s tough, because 
everyone’s from a different city.”
   He’s looking forward to Saturday’s gig, he said. “People know us 
for playing music. I’m looking forward to making music for the 
people that used to listen to us in high school.”

    Great Canadian River Race look
forward to taking the stage after
33-year hiatus
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